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John Primus, AF6RJ, holds the 2010 Kilroy Key Award 
presented by President John Ronan, K3ZJJ, at the annual 
holiday dinner inside the Fireside Room at the Highlands 
Country Club, 111 Hiller Drive, Oakland, California, on 
Friday December 10, 2010. (N4DLA photo). 


More holiday dinner photos appear on page 6. 


Salvation Army Offers Training 
Classes for General Class License 
Beginning January 5, 2011 


The General License instructional class starts 
January 5, 2011 and ends February 23, 2011. Times 
are 7:00pm to 9:00 pm in the Fireside Room. 
Instruction will be provided by the SATERN 
Instructional Team. 


This is your opportunity to work on upgrading your 
license. 


The class is free but there is a charge for the manual 
if you need it, about $23. This is a complete training 
session for you to get your General License. 

We look forward to seeing you there. Please 
register at hamradioclass@gmail.com so we 
can plan for your attendance and training materials 
needs. —- KI6DCD 


Amateur Radio Publications 
Now on Sale at Monthly Club 
Meetings 


At each monthly meeting, a table of amateur radio 
publications chosen to meet the interests of its mem- 
bers from the newest licensee to the most seasoned 
operator. The available publications cover a broad 
range of interests including ARRL emergency com- 
munication publications, repeater directories, license 
class manuals and the ARRL Handbook. 


Our club has negotiated prices for these pub- 
lications to save members money. Purchases 
of the publications may be made with cash or 
check. Plan to stop by the table of publica- 
tions on display at the next club meeting. 


HELP WANTED 


The Education and Training Committee is seeking club 
members that are interested in joining the MDARC/ 
SATERN team of volunteer amateur radio instructors for 
in-class Technician and General License Course teaching 


Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club W6CX 


P.O. Box 23222 Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 
(925) 288-1730 


The Carrier is a monthly publication of the Mount Diablo Amateur 
Radio Club (MDARC). It is the policy of the editor to publish all 
material submitted by the membership provided such material is in 
good taste, relevant to amateur radio and of interest to MDARC 
members, and provided space is available. 
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Secretary — Richard Fletcher AF9RF 

Treasurer - Ray Gaschke W6FYA 
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Marty Heyman W6MDH mheyman@symas.com 
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PACIFICON 2011 

Chair: John Ronan K3ZJJ 

Vice Chairs: Paula Costa KI6MPD, Jim Siemons AF6PU 
Co-Treasurers: Doug Hinkley KI6VVV and 

Rebecca Hinckley KI6VVT 

Secretary: Patrick Rigney N6UPS 


Membership Chair — Tom Deeble KA6SIP 
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Editor, Matthew G. Vurek N4DLA n4dla@k6ori.com 
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Webmaster — Marvin Miller WA6GBW 

Assistant Webmaster - Patrick Rigney N6UPS 
Repeater Trustee - Jay Caldis KT6Y 

Youth and Education Programs — Bill Ryan KJ6IGX 
Volunteer Examinations - George Tickner KGNHY 
Public Service - Pete Harris KE6ZIW 

Field Day Chairs - Lauren Styles WA6CIE and 
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School Liaisons - Jim Siemons AF6PU and Misa Siemons KJ6BUE 
Communications Trailer - Brent Morgan AF6HQ 
Amateur Television Help and Information: 

John Schuler W6DTV JOHNQRZ@aol.com 


opportunities. We also seek club members that are inter- 
ested in joining Glen, NO6W’s “Elmer” table to help our 
lesser experienced club members with their amateur radio 
questions. The club also seeks volunteers to help with 
Amateur Radio Publications sales at the regular monthly 
club meetings. Please contact John Primus, AF6RJ, at 
af6rj @arrl.net for further information. 


ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO JOIN THE CLUB 
YAHOO GROUP. DOWNLOAD FILES, INCLUDING 
THE CARRIER IN FULL COLOR AS WELL AS SHARE 
INFORMATION WITH THE MEMBERSHIP AT: 


http://groups.yahoo.com/group/mdarc 
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MDARC Club Meeting minutes 
November 19, 2010 


Presided over by John Ronan, K3ZJJ 
President 


Recorded by Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 
Secretary 


The meeting was called to order at 7:40 PM. 


There was an expression of gratitude for Mike, KOMDS, for his efforts providing live ATV at Pacificon and giving this eve- 
ning’s presentation. 


President John thanked all the volunteers for making Pacificon a success. The net profit for the club was announced at approxi- 
mately $6000. 


A discussion followed about Pacificon 2011, to be held at the Santa Clara Marriott. 


The general membership showed their thanks with applause to President John for his taking over the chairmanship of Pacificon 
when Marty became ill. 


There was a brief discussion about the club xmas party that is to be held on December 10" at the Highland Country Club in Oak- 
land. 


Thanks went out for the member’s donation of turkeys to the Salvation Army. John Primus also praised the volunteer instruc- 
tors who gave the ham classes there and noted the evening’s test session results. There were 9 technician and 2 general tests 


taken and passed. He then asked for more volunteer instructors both male and female. 


President John announced and gave thanks to Tom Kramer, WA6NYP, for assuming the responsibility for Emergency Coordi- 
nation. Tom then gave a briefing about RACES and ARES current activities and need for more personnel. 


It was announced that the annual auction will be moved to the month of March in 2011. 


A member stood and spoke about the International Space Station and said that there is much amateur radio activity there and 
how easy it is to work it. 


After the break Mike, K6MDS gave his presentation about Amateur TeleVison. from the basics to most complex aspects of that 
hobby. 


A raffle was conducted and the meeting was adjourned at 9:20 PM. 
Respectfully submitted by 


Richard W Fletcher, AF9RF 
Secretary 
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MDARC MEETING MINUTES, BOARD 12-6-2010 
Presiding Officer John Ronan, K3ZJJ 
Meeting opened at 7:00 PM 


Attendees - 
Ron Luttringer Ray Gaschk Trevor Hall 
The Hinkleys John Primus Jim Siemons 
Paula Costa 


The meeting opened at 7:00 PM 


President John covered his attendance the ARRL Pacific Division annual conference. He told how Pacificon got rave reviews 
from the attendees. He also reported that they all were highly anticipating next year's convention. 


John Primus spoke about being contacted by the county Sheriff saying that he would like help from us educating his emergency 
personnel with the intent of getting their ham licenses. The Sheriff said he was doing this because there is a recent increase in the 
department’s workload that keeps his personnel from conducting the classes. John reviewed his plan to accomplish this goal. 
There were questions from the group about being paid to conduct amateur radio duties. President John noted that there should be 
contact about this subject between amateur radio clubs. Ron, K6XC praised John Primus for his general efforts in this regard. 


Jim, AF6PU announced that emcomm training class EC-001 with be given soon. 


President John covered the necessity to transfer the Club and Pacificon bank accounts to the appropriate parties. The 
transfers that need to be accomplished were explained as indicated below. 


Mt Diablo Amateur Radio Club MDARC = exact account entity name 
Main Acct: Checking suffix #9750 Balance $10,056.29 
Investment CD Acct: #5288 Balance $10,935.95 

7 month Featured CD Acct: #7576 Balance $5,414.47 

Investment CD Acct: 8 mo Promo CD #5996 Balance $10,809.56 


Owner on the account is currently Jason Legate / we need to remove him / and assign own- 
ership to John Ronan President 

Additional signers currently: John Ronan , Douglas Hinckley. 

Remove Douglas Hinckley / add Ray Gaschk as Treasurer 

Add Dale McIntire to account as VP 

MDARC Pacificon = exact account entity name 

Checking suffix #9760 

current Owner = Marty Heyman / need to remove him and assign ownership to John Ronan 
addtional signers currently : Douglas Hinckley & Rebecca Hinckley - remain unchanged 


The above listed changes were read and explained to the Board members. A motion was 
made to execute these changes. It was seconded and approved. 


Note: The following statement is being made to reaffirm that these statements are a true 
and accurate representation of what occurred at this Board meeting. 


I do solemnly swear that the above actions occurred at the place and time indicated in this 
document. 


Richard W Fletcher, AF9RF 
Secretary 


The yearly awards were discussed and it was decided that a group consisting of Paula Costa, chair, Ron Luttringer and Jim Sei- 
mons would chose this year’s designee for the Kilroy Key award and that President John would forward his recommendation for 
Ham of the Year. Special recognition awards would go to Tom Deeble and Chuck Graham. 


The Christmas party was discussed. Subjects covered were Santa and his group, handouts and music. Decorations for the party 
also came up with the result of there being a motion to provide $600 for decorations and miscellaneous. 


It was decided to have a Xmas party committee next year. 
Trevor Hall briefed everyone about the forthcoming changes on the tower at Mt Diablo. There is a new TV station’s antenna be- 


ing installed that will require moving various antennae there. More to follow. Trevor further stated that he did an extensive job of 
‘cleaning up’ the auto-patch data files. (Minutes continue on page 5) 
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Trevor Hall briefed everyone about the forthcoming changes on the tower at Mt Diablo. There is a new TV station’s antenna being 
installed that will require moving various antennae there. More to follow. 


Trevor further stated that he did an extensive job of ‘cleaning up’ the auto-patch data files. 

The subject of the upcoming sales tax increase in Concord was brought up. President John will take the matter up with our accountant. 
Rebecca Hinkley reported that CDs were coming due in the amount of approximately $10,000. It was decide to roll them over. 
President John stated that he would like to review Pacificon revenues with an eye to increasing them. 

Ron, K6XC stated the need for a financial committee next year. 

The meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM 

Respectfully Submitted 


Richard Fletcher, AF9ORF 
Secretary 


MDARC MEETING MINUTES, BOARD 
11-1-2010 


Presiding Officer John Ronan, K3ZJJ 
Recorded by Richard Fletcher, AF9RF 
Meeting opened at 7:05 PM 


Attendees - VP Dale McIntire Tom Kramer Marvin Miller 
The Hinkleys John Primus Jim Siemons 


President John announced that Marty Heyman, our EC, is very ill and we need an acting EC. It was suggested that Tom 
Kramer, WA6NYP, be appointed to that post. There were not enough members present to vote on this matter but all pre- 
sent agreed. Tom accepted and the formalities will be attended to later. 

Tom then gave a presentation of recent RACES activities in our county and concluded with future plans and requirements. 
A discussion was held about ARES and it’s current activities locally and in other counties. 


A review of the September SET, held at the county fire academy, and other EMCOMM activities followed. 


Rebecca Hinkley presented a summary of the Pacificon financial statistics. She further spoke about Pacificon management 
including ticket sales and other aspects A lengthy discussion followed. 


Secretary’s note: The Pacificon financial summary will be published in the next meeting's minutes. 
The upcoming Christmas party was discussed and it was noted that there would be kid’s activities this year and possibly 
Christmas music. The start time will be 7 PM on Friday December 10". The cost will be $39 per adult and less for chil- 


dren 12 and under. Details will be announced at the upcoming general meeting. 


Marvin Miller described changes in the club’s website which will include paying ones dues and applying for a new mem- 
bership online. 


A general discussion about the Christmas party ensued and lasted until adjournment which occurred at 9:00 PM. 
Respectfully submitted by 


Richard Fletcher, AF9ORF 
Secretary 
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2010 Holiday Dinner 


Membership Secretary Tom Deeble, KA6SIP, with Recognition Award KD6CNS and his wife KI6TWH represented 
presented by President John Ronan, K3ZJJ. Santa Claus and his helper. 
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Chuck Graham, KI6DCD, with Recognition Award presented ARRL Pacific Division Director Bob Vallio, W6RGG (standing). 
by President John Ronan, K3ZJJ. 


Ne 


Vice President Dale McIntire, AD6HD, presents 


the 2010 Ham of the Year Award to President Club, 111 Hiller Drive, Oakland, California, December 10, 2010 
John Ronan, K3ZJJ. 


HAM RADIO OUTLET 


12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU ! 


Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 


HRO - 12 LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU 
Free UPS ground delivery in Continental USA for most orders over $100 
HRO has Twelve Store Buying Power Working For You 
All HRO stores open 10AM-5:30PM, Telephone hours 9:30AM-5:30PM 


bf 
PeitiondOn 1-800-444-0047 


(503) 598-0555 /wh» 4.800-854-6046 
Salem, NH 
Oebiand, CA (603) 896-3750 
(510) 594-5757 
Sunnyvale, CA Denver, CO 1-800-644-4476 "RY "en Cate Oe 
(408) 736-9406 (303) 745-7373 
Woodbridge, VA 
Burbank, CA wW oodbridge. VA 
(819) 842-1786 ‘ aioe 
(714) 533-7373 wet ad Atlanta, GA ao 
San Diego. CA ( 351 (770) 263-6700 
(858) 560-4900 1-800-444- 


1 


rcleaes Calflora 


Cail Toll-Free From Alaska and Hawaii 


ASH 


Order Toll-Free From a Location Near You 
it your closest 800 number is busy. please call one of our other numbers, 
Phone Hours: 9:30 AM to 5:30 PM Monday - Saturday 


For delivery charges or other information about ordering, please see our Frequently Asked 


HRO Store Contact Information 


Store E-mail Direct Toll Free Fax 

Anaheim, CA ana @hamradio.com 1-714-533-7373 1-800-854-6046 1-714-533-9485 
Atlanta, GA atl @hamradio.com 1-770-263-0700 1-800-444-7927 1-770-263-9548 
Burbank, CA bnk@hamradio.com _ 1-818-842-1786 1-800-854-6046 1-818-842-5283 
Denver, CO co@hamradio.com 1-303-745-7373 1-800-444-9476 1-303-745-7394 
Newcastle, DE del @hamradio.com 1-302-322-7092 1-800-644-4476 1-302-322-8808 
Oakland, CA oak @hamradio.com 1-510-534-5757 1-800-854-6046 1-510-534-0729 
Phoenix, AZ px @hamradio.com 1-602-242-3515 1-800-444-9476 1-602-395-1244 
Portland, OR or @hamradio.com 1-503-598-0555 1-800-854-6046 1-503-684-0469 
Salem, NH nh @hamradio.com 1-603-898-3750 1-800-444-0047 1-603-898-1041 


San Diego, CA sd@hamradio.com 
Sunnyvale, CA 


Woodbridge, VA 


sun @hamradio.com 
va@hamradio.com 


1-858-560-4900 
1-408-736-9496 
1-703-643-1063 
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1-800-854-6046 
1-800-854-6046 
1-800-444-4799 


1-858-560-1705 
1-408-736-9499 
1-703-494-3679 


waste The Carrier 
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P.O. Box 23222 
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523 


AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
WWW-MDARC-ORG www.mdarc.org 


FIRST CLASS 


W6CX Nets 
Monday 7:00 pm Washington High School Net 147.060+ 


Monday 8:00 pm SATERN Net —_147.060+ 

Thursday 7:30 pm MDARC Club Net 147.060+ 
Thursday 8:00 pm General ATV Net = 1241.250+ 
Tuesday 7:30pm Fat City 10 meter SSB/CW Net 28.420 MHz 


FM 147.060 MHz +/ PL 100Hz - EchoLink: W6CX-R /133896, IRLP: 3057 
224.780 MHz -/PL77Hz 441.325 MHz +/ PL 100Hz 


ATV Input: 1289.25 MHz AM/FM. Outputs 1241.25 MHz AM 919.25 MHz AM 


ATV Internet Stream: http://www.wé6cxatv.net/live 


Contra Costa County Emergency Communications Nets 


Every Thursday, 7:00 pm 
Central County 145.680 Simplex 
East County 146.535 Simplex 
South County 146.355/+ (100 PL) 
West County 145.110/- (107.3 PL) 


HF Net 8pm First Thursday of each month 3.890 MHz LSB 


January 2011 Club Calendar 
Saturday January 8, 2011 9:00 am MDARC Technical Committee 


Monday January 10, 2011 7:00 pm MDARC Board Meeting 
Buttercup Bar & Grill 660 Ygnacio Valley Road, Walnut Creek 


Environmental Center, 2581 Harbor Street, Pittsburg 


Friday January 21, 2011 7:30 pm = MDARC General Meeting 
Our Saviors Lutheran Church, 1035 Carol Lane, Lafayette 


